Pope Pius XI
there be themselves anointed as bishops in St Peter's by
his own hand.
The result is that to-day, half the religious communities
and clergy of China are themselves Chinese, and there are
over a thousand more churches and chapels throughout
China than there were in 1922, making a total of about
thirteen thousand.
The churches and the mission houses, again at die
suggestion of the present Pope, have been built in the
Chinese architectural style, and in spite of recent years of
martyrdom and of civil war, the Catholic population has
increased. I do not think that it is a bigoted statement to
make that almost all the Catholic missi oners remained in
their posts in China in spite of Communist advances, and
that in places where only five hundred out of eight
thousand missionaries of other religions remained.
I myself was once one thousand two hundred miles
inside China, in a city which had been surrounded by the
Communists three months before, and which was again
to have a Communist invasion two months later* My
friends the Baptists departed, and were intensely annoyed
on their return to find that the Seventh Day Adventists had
slipped in, taken a house in the same street, and were
paying their Bible women larger fees, all this at a time
when the Communists were approaching. At the same
time further down the street was a community of French
Canadian nuns and French clergy, who could not speak one
word of English; they remained on all through the threat
of the Communist advance.
I asked my Baptist friends, who were also entertaining
me, why they had gone and the Catholics remained, and
they said quite frankly that the reason was because they